Risk factors for cerebral palsy in term birth infants.
The aim of this study was to identify the antenatal, intrapartum and neonatal risk factors in term birth infants for cerebral palsy (CP) among babies in a hospital-based study. The medical records of children with cerebral palsy referred to our Pediatric Rehabilitation Department in Bialystok were reviewed. Antenatal, intrapartum, and neonatal events were compared among 213 children with CP and 280 controls in a retrospective study. We studied live births >36 weeks gestation born between January 1, 1990, and December 31, 2005. Fifty-seven percent of the infants with CP were male. Spastic tetraplegia 78 (36.61%) and spastic hemiplegia 65 (30.51%) were the dominant types of CP. Factors associated with an increased risk of CP identified as antenatal and intrapartum risk factors were pre-eclampsia, abruptio placenta, and placenta previa. Birth asphyxia occurred significantly more often (p<0.001) in children with CP compared to controls. In the neonatal period, respiratory distress syndrome, meningitis and neonatal seizures were associated with an increased incidence of CP. Our findings confirm that several antenatal, intrapartum and neonatal risk factors for CP in term birth infants contribute to the etiology of CP.